ORA THE ORGANIZATION FOR THE RESOLUTION OF AGUNOT

Statement from ORA Regarding Yakov (Kobi) Ben David

To whom it may concern,

It has been brought to the attention of ORA that a question has arisen regarding the validity of the psak
din issued by the Rabbanut Beit Din in Ariel, Israel, against Yakov (Kobi) Ben David.

Kobi and Anya married in 2021 and separated in 2025; the marriage has long dissolved with the parties
living in different locations. As such, it is our understanding that a Get (a Jewish bill of divorce) must be
given. However, following summons and negotiations, Kobi has refused to issue Anya a Get, leaving her
an agunah, chained to a dead marriage.

There is no precedent that due to external circumstances, it would be permissible to withhold a Get.
A Get is not a bargaining chip. Without a Get, Anya is still considered married to Kobi according to
Jewish law, leaving her unable to remarry and move on with her life.

The Rabbanut Beit Din in Ariel, Israel, issued a psak of Harchakot De’Rabbeinu Tam against Kobi.
This ruling (attached) calls upon the Jewish community to distance themselves from Kobi in
several ways, including: not conducting business with him, declining to socialize with him, and
not speaking with him unless absolutely necessary.

The psak din issued by the Rabbanut remains valid in the United States. There is no reason or
presumption that such a psak would be invalid in another country. The Rabbinic Council of
California has affirmed their agreement with the psak of the Rabbanut as well, and maintains that it is to
be applied in the United States.

ORA has tried to resolve this situation amicably by connecting with Kobi, but he has refused to cooperate
or make any arrangements to give the Get. At this time, we are appealing to anyone who may have
interaction with Kobi to uphold the psak of Harchakot De’Rabbeinu Tam and to convince him to do the
right thing. The Get ceremony takes one hour and can be arranged at no cost to Kobi, at his
convenience. All of ORA’s actions are in full compliance with the law.
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